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DECEMBER CALENDAR OF EVENTS

KËKËMAPA
Events of interest to the Hawaiian community are

included in the calendar on a space-available

basis, and do not constitute endorsement or vali-

dation of the events or the sponsors by the

Office of Hawaiian Affairs. Hawai‘i’s

area code, 808, is only included in

non-O‘ahu phone numbers. 

Sun., Nov. 30-
Fri., Jan. 23 —

Wahi Pana, Sacred
Places of Kaho‘olawe-
O‘ahu Art Exhibition

‘Ewa artist Linda Käne transforms
the mana that resides in the land
onto paper in the form of drawings.
Hawai‘i Pacific Gallery at Hawai‘i
Pacific University in Käne‘ohe.
Gallery hours, Mon-Sat., 8 a.m.-5
p.m. For information, call 236-3535.

Fri., Dec. 5 —

Sovereignty Arts/Crafts Fair
The American Friends Service
Committee (AFSC) Hawaiian
Sovereignty Education Sub
Committee will be holding a “fun-
raiser” featuring Hawaiian arts,
crafts and photographs. The Friends
Meeting House, 2426 O‘ahu Ave. in

Mänoa from 5-9 p.m. Proceeds will
support sovereignty education
efforts. Music and refreshments will
be provided. For information, call
Möhala Aiu at 808-988-6266.

Fri., Dec. 5 —

Ho‘okena and Raiatea
Helm in Concert (Maui) 

Ho‘okena and Raiatea Helm come
together again for a performance
that is part traditional, part contem-
porary, part stunning vocals. Castle
Theater of the Maui Arts & Cultural
Center, 7:30 p.m. For information,
call the box office, 800-242-7469.

Fri., Dec. 5- Feb. 28 —

Quiksilver in Memory of
Eddie Aikau (O‘ahu)

Waiting period for the premier
big-wave event held when surf tops

20 feet at Waimea Bay in memory
of one of Hawai‘i’s legendary big
wave riders and the first Waimea
Bay lifeguard, Eddie Aikau. Call
638-7700 for info.

Fri., Dec 5-
Sat., Dec 6 —

Ke Aloha Nä Küpuna
Cultural Program (Hawai‘i) 

King Kamehameha’s Kona Beach
Hotel hosts Ke Aloha Nä Küpuna, a
free cultural program featuring
Hawaiian traditions, history, crafts
and talk story. Featuring Hawaiian
Christmas wreathmaking with mas-
ter lei artist Irmalee Pomroy. 9 a.m.
to 2 p.m. in the hotel lobby. For
information, call 808-329-2911.

Sat., Dec. 6-Sun., Feb. 29—

Lono-I-Ka-Makahiki     

In celebration of the Hawaiian god 

of peace, fertility, agriculture and heal-
ing, Bishop Museum presents works of con-
temporaryHawaiian artists and cultural practition-
ers with rare items from the Museum’s collec-
tions. The exhibit opens with a traditional
procession and games. In addition, the
Küpuna Lecture Series will feature story-
teller Uncle Charlie Maxwell on Dec. 16.
Vestibule Gallery. Admission is $14.95 for adults;
$11.95 for youth 4-12; special rates for
kama‘äina, seniors, military and children
under 4. For information, call 847-3511.
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Makana: “Kï Hö‘alu, Journey of
Hawaiian Slack Key” – Once known
as the “Kï Hö‘alu Kid,” Makana has
been showcasing his slack key wiz-
ardry throughout the islands since his
teens. In his third album, Makana
explores the world of slack key with
renditions of songs made famous by
slack key legends  Gabby Pahinui, Sonny
Chillingworth and Keola Beamer.
Produced by Makana Music.

R E C E N T R E L E A S E S  B Y  I S L A N D  A R T I S T S

Nä Höküpä: “The Perfect Harmony” –
Max Sanchez, Mitchell Sanchez, Paul
Martinez, Andy Llanos and Denis
Apeles add a touch of Latin Jazz to
their four-part harmony to spice up
such classic songs as “Makee Ailana,”
“E Lili‘u E” and “Hawai‘i Calls.”
Produced by Moon Surfer
Productions.

“Our ‘Ohana’s 1st Christmas” – This
album features traditional and origi-
nal Christmas songs performed by
some of the best artists in Hawai‘i,
including: “Winter Wonderland” by
Baba B;  “Christmas Don’t be Late” by
‘Opihi Pickers; and “A Big Hawaiian
Christmas” by Pound 4 Pound.  A por-
tion of the proceeds from this album
will benefit the Hawai‘i Food Bank.
Produced by ‘Ohana Records.

Fiji: “Best” – Fiji has been making an
impact on the local music scene for
over a decade, beginning his work
with the Hawaiian Style Band in the
early 1990s.   This compilation contains
some of his best songs, including:
“Lia,” “Smokin’ Session,” and “Warrior
of Love.”  Produced by Ricochet
Records.

By Manu Boyd

In the sleek, art deco, island-
techno office suite of The
Mountain Apple Company in

Honolulu’s Nauru Tower sat Bill
Tapia, the 95-year-old ‘ukulele virtu-
oso whose life and experiences are as
colorful as the outfit he donned: 
pin-striped pants, red shirt, blue blaz-
er and red socks, complete with gold
chains and rings. Still spry after nearly
a century, Tapia’s eyes are filled with a
zest for life. He is talented, witty,
insightful and undoubtedly kolohe.

Born in Nu‘uanu on Jan. 1, 1908, to
Portuguese-Spanish immigrant parents,
Bill Tapia lived the first 33 years of his
life in a very different Honolulu, where
life was slower and music perhaps a bit
sweeter. His father was a barber and his
mother washed and ironed clothes. At the

age of 10, Bill  would
unknowingly embark on 
a musical career that
would take him farther
than he ever dreamed.

“We lived on Kuakini
Street, near the Kumalae
‘ukulele shop,” he
remembered. “I saved
up some money, but I
didn’t have the  $1.20
the old man was ask-
ing for. All I had was
75 cents. Finally,
the man took it,
gave me a used
‘ukulele, and told
me to ‘get the hell
outta here!’ I
taught myself to

play ‘Mai Poina
‘Oe Ia‘u.’ That was my first song. I

used to listen to Hawaiians playing music across
the street. They would sit on logs and orange
crates and just play. That’s how I learned. 

Tapia recalls opening the Royal Hawaiian
Hotel with Johnny Noble in February, 1927: “Oh,
the people dressed nice in those days. Their best
dresses, white linen, gabardine suits. Not like
today, everybody wears jeans. We called them
‘selamokus.’ That’s what the workers wore. We
never wore aloha shirts either.

“Johnny Noble was a great musician and com-
poser. But his best songs, he didn’t write. You
know ‘Little Grass Shack?’ He bought it for $10
from Tommy Harrison. He paid Solomon
Ho‘opi‘i $20 for ‘Hula Blues.’ Gee, the big
money those songs made.

“Solomon Ho‘opi‘i and Andy Iona were great
musicians, but I played better than them,” Tapia
joked. “Sol was a steel player, and Andy played
steel and sax. He was the best sax player. Ernest
Ka‘ai was really good on the ‘ukulele, too.

“The most beautiful hula dancer in those days

was Winona Love. Jenny Woodd (grandmother of
entertainer Amy Hänaiali‘i Gilliom) was popular
too. You remember Hilo Hattie? Her real name was
Clara Inter, and she was my teacher at Royal
School. Later, I played music for her.

“I used to hang out behind the Moana Hotel.
There was a stream that separated the Moana from
the Outrigger Canoe Club,” Tapia explained, refer-
ring to the long-gone ‘Äpuakëhau stream and the
original location of the canoe club. “We would play
Hawaiian songs for the tourists, but we didn’t get
paid. Waikïkï was real different. Beautiful.

“The train station by ‘A‘ala Park was the worst
part of town. I would catch the street car there and
play for the sailors at bootleg joints. They were
loud — drinking, hitting their bottles on the table.
Plenty smoke,” he said, noting that he himself
finally quit cigarattes at age 85.  “The cops came
and took me to jail. I was only 12!” 

Aside from strumming and picking the dozen-or-so
‘ukulele in his current collection, Tapia also  plays gui-
tar, banjo, madolin, bass and steel guitar. “To me, the

‘ukulele is the most fabulous instrument,” he said. “I
didn’t think so before, but now I do.”

For 12-1/2 years, Tapia worked for the
Hawaiian Amusement Company that owned the-
atres. “I used to play ‘ukulele during the silent
picture days. I also used to test ‘ukuleles for old
man Kamaka down by Päwa‘a Junction,” he
said. Kamaka’s sons, Fred and Sam, grandson
Chris and other family members continue the
business at Kamaka Hawai‘i Inc., now located
on South Street. Tapia “is a good promoter of
the ‘ukulele,” Chris said. “You can tell  he
really loves the instrument by how he plays. You
can tell he really loves Hawai‘i.”

Bill Tapia left Hawai‘i after the outbreak of
World War II and lived the next 56 years in San
Francisco. For five years, he has lived in Los
Angeles, where he still teaches and performs
Fridays at a Hawaiian restaurant.

“This is a crazy world we live in, but I can get
used to it. I’ve been through all walks of life,
played in the worst places, and played in the best,”

Tapia
said. “People leave
Hawai‘i for the money. I’m sorry I
left. Here is beauty,” he said.

A one-hour documentary on Bill Tapia titled “‘Ukulele Man,”
is currently in production. For information, visit online at
www.walkingiris.com/films/UkuleleMan.html, or contact
Pacific Islanders in Communication at 591-0059. �

‘Ukulele Man’: Living treasure Bill Tapia still strumming, plucking and picking after nearly a century 

Bill Tapia today. 
Photo: Manu Boyd

With Kamaka pineapple ‘ukulele, circa 1937.

Sat., Dec. 6-Sat., Jan. 10 —

Nä Wahi Kapu O
Maui Book
Launch/Exhibition

Photographer Kapulani
Landgraf’s newest work,
Na Wahi Kapu o Maui-
The Sacred Sites Of
Maui, and the silver
gelatin prints will be on

exhibit at the Aupuni Artwall
at Native Books/Nä Mea

Hawai‘i at Ward Warehouse.
The opening reception/book

signing are Dec. 6, 6-8 p.m. Free.
Mon-Sat., 10 a.m.-9 p.m./Sun. 10

a.m.-5 p.m. For information, call 596-
8885.

Sat., Dec. 6 —

Nä ‘Öiwi ‘Ölino Student
Debate, Art, Essay Awards

Hawaiian student finalists show their
talent in the second OHA-sponsored
art, essay and debate awards event.
East-West Center, Keoni Auditorium.
Public welcome. 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. Free.
For information, call 594-1996.

Sun., Dec. 7 —

Höküle‘a at Ma‘alaea

The Polynesian Voyaging Society sail-
ing canoe the Höküle‘a is scheduled to
arrive in Ma‘alaea Harbor at 4:30 p.m.
The arrival of the Höküle‘a will be 
followed by a performance by
Pukalani Hula Hale at 6 p.m. at Maui
Ocean Center with a talk by Nainoa
Thompson at 7 p.m. Free. For informa-
tion, call 808-270-7084.

Thurs., Dec. 11 —

I Ka Makahiki Reading

‘Öiwi Journal and Native Books  host
a literary reading, “I Ka Makahiki” (In
the Makahiki season), in conjunction
with Nä Mea Hawai‘i and Native
Books, which is offering arts events in
celebration of the Hawaiian season of
Lono. Public is welcome. Call 596-
8885 for info.

Fri., Dec. 12-Sun., Dec. 14 —

Historic Wooden
Surfboard Series  

Experience what it would have been
like to surf in Hawai‘i over 200 years
ago. Hear chants and protocols, and
see competition on solid wood surf-

boards weighing over 120 lbs. Join the
celebration of Makahiki in the heart 
of Waikïkï, fronting the Duke
Kahanamoku statue. Cultural celebra-
tion to begin on Friday, with surfing to
take place Sat.-Sun. Event free for
spectators. Call 263-2444 for info.

Sat., Dec. 13 —

John Keawe in Concert

Big Island slack key guitar virtuoso
John Keawe returns to Hawai‘i 
Public Radio’s Atherton Performing
Arts Studio to unveil his new CD
“Keaweualani,” and present some clas-
sic Hawaiian songs among the 
traditional and original compositions.
$15 HPR members; $17.50 general
admission; $10 students. For reserva-
tions, call 955-8821.

Sun., Dec. 14 —

Richard Ho‘opi‘i
Hawaiian Music 

The State Foundation on Culture and
the Arts presents Hawaiian music by
National Heritage Fellowship recipient
Richard Ho‘opi‘i at Lahainaluna High
School. Free and open to the public.
For information, call 586-0304.

Sun., Dec. 21 —

Ali‘i Sunday
In honor of Princess Bernice Pauahi
Bishop, a worship service will be held
at Kawaiaha‘o Church, 10 a.m. For
information, call 532-1257.

Tues., Dec. 30 —

David & Dennis Kamakahi
Slack Key Masters Concert 
David showcases the ‘ukulele and
shares the stage with his father, com-
poser and slack key artist Dennis, and
guest host Keoki Kahumoku Jr., per-
forming traditional Hawaiian songs and
“talk-stories.” Indoor Amphitheatre at the
Ritz-Carlton Kapalua.  $35, 6-8:30 p.m.
For information, call 888-0669-3858. �

MELE ‘AILANA
ISLAND MUSIC SCENE

MELE ‘AILANA
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Ka Wai Ola o OHA 
accepts information on special
events throughout the islands that
are of interest to the Hawaiian 
community.  Fund-raisers, benefit
concerts, cultural activities, sports
events and the like are what we’d 
like to help you promote.  Send
information and color photos to 

Ka Wai Ola o OHA 
711 Kapi‘olani Blvd., Ste. 500
Honolulu, HI 96813-5249
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